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SIGNING DAY 


Read about the curious case of OU 
signee Cade Horton, left. Also, get 
coverage of OSU’s class and more. 


Thursday, December 19, 2019 


TRUMP IMPEACHED 


Partisan vote in House 
charges ‘high crimes and 
misdemeanors’ a 3rd time 
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Keith Kozloff from Maryland walks past the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday morning while the House of 
Representatives inside debates the articles of impeachment against President Donald Trump. 


[JACK GRUBER/USA TODAY] 


By John Fritze actions, the ramifications of 
USA Today the historic vote, and each 
other’s motives in either 

WASHINGTON - defending Trump or pros- 


President Donald Trump 
became the third president 
in history to be impeached 
Wednesday after a bitterly 
divided House formally 
charged him with “high 
crimes and misdemeanors” 
over his request to Ukraine 
to investigate a political 
rival. 

After a daylong debate 
marked by fiery recrimi- 
nations, lawmakers voted 
largely along party lines 
in favor of impeachment, 
reshuffling American poli- 
tics at a time when voters 
were already profoundly 
divided over the nation’s 
leadership and direction. 

Democrats and 
Republicans disagreed 
sharply over the president’s 


ecuting the case against 
him. Rep. Adam Schiff, 
D-Calif., stepped to the 
dais at one point to chide 
Republicans for what he 
described as choosing party 
over country. 

“Many of my colleagues 
appear to have made their 
choice to protect the presi- 
dent, to enable him to be 
above the law, to empower 
this president to cheat 
again as long as it is in the 
service of their party and 
their power,” the House 
Intelligence Committee 
chairman said. “They have 
made their choice and I 
believe they will rue the day 
that they did.” 


See TRUMP, A2 


Oklahoma delegation votes along partisan lines 


U.S. Rep. Tom Cole 


N (0) R-Moore 


“We deserve better than the 
flawed process that led to 
this flawed outcome. The 
House of Representatives 
deserves better than that. 
The president certainly 
deserves better than that. 
And more importantly, the 
American people deserve 
better than what we are 
doing here ... | oppose 
this limited, rushed, and 
unfair process. And | cer- 
tainly oppose impeaching 
President Trump.” 


U.S. Rep. Kendra Horn 
YES D-Oklahoma City 


“Inviting foreign interference 
in our elections strikes at 

the heart of our democracy, 
threatens our national security 
and is an abuse of power. It 

is never acceptable for any 
president, regardless of party, 
to ask a foreign country to 

put their finger on the scale of 
our democracy. The president 


obstructed Congress by with- 
holding evidence, refusing to 
comply with lawful subpoenas 


and prohibiting administration 
officials from doing so as well.” 


U.S. Rep. Kevin Hern 


N (0) R-Tulsa 


“Just seven days — seven 
days — were used to investi- 
gate and debate and vote on 
the impeachment of the duly 
elected leader of our coun- 
try. I’m ashamed to be part 
of this today even as I vote 
against the impeachment. 
My constituents are calling 
every day mad as hell, saying 
we should be ashamed that 
this historic chamber has 
fallen so low to allow some- 
thing like this to happen.” 


U.S. Rep. Frank Lucas 
R-Cheyenne 


NO Mullin, R-Westville 


“From the very beginning, 
House Democrats blatantly 
disregarded historical and insti- 
tutional practices to instead 
partake in a flawed, partisan 
probe. There’s only one thing 
that’s been made clear by 
today’s partisan impeachment 
vote: this unjust impeachment 
is a disservice to the American 
people. Our institution deserves 
better than this. Oklahomans 
deserve better than this. And 
our nation deserves better than 
this.” 


“Today is probably the dark- 
est day. This is not what our 
Founding Fathers intended 
for us to do when they put in 
the articles of impeachment. 
It was never designed for 
political motivation. It was 
never designed to be used 
the way Nancy Pelosi and 
Adam Schiff have done it.” 


Stitt proposes 8-month gaming extension 


By Randy Ellis 
Staff writer 
rellis@oklahoman.com 


Gov. Kevin Stitt sent letters 
to each of Oklahoma’s gaming 
tribes Wednesday proposing 
an eight-month extension to 
all tribal gaming compacts. 

Stitt said he wants to extend 
the compacts to Aug. 31 to give 
the state and tribes “the nec- 
essary time to negotiate.” 

The governor announced 


Tuesday at anews conference 
that he planned to propose an 
extension, but didn’t reveal 
the length of the extension he 
was proposing until he sent 
out the letters Wednesday. 

The state’s current 15-year 
gaming compacts with the 
tribes are set to expire Jan. 1. 
The tribes have taken the legal 
position that the compacts will 
automatically renew on that 
date. Stitt contends that they 
do not. 


Stitt has repeatedly told the 
public he wants to renegotiate 
the compacts to require the 
tribes to pay state fees on their 
Las Vegas-style Class III slot 
machines that are much higher 
than the 4-6% graduated rate 
that they have been paying. 

So far, little progress 
appears to have been made in 
negotiations. 

“My desire is to put this 
extension in your hands as 
soon as practicable so that you 


and your governing council 
will have the time to consider 
your response and hope- 
fully execute and submit the 
signed extension and required 
supporting materials to the 
Secretary of the Interior by 
December 30, 2019,” Stitt said 
in his letter to tribal leaders. “I 
also wanted to put this in your 
hands today, in advance of 
the tribal meeting in Tulsa on 
Thursday, December 19, 2019, 
so that you could discuss the 


same with your fellow tribal 
leaders, should you attend and 
should you wish to discuss the 
same.” 

Tribal leaders have not yet 
said whether they would agree 
to an extension. However, 
Matthew Morgan, chair- 
man of the Oklahoma Indian 
Gaming Association, said 
he doesn’t see the need to 


See GAMING, A2 
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